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Le Parvis centre d’art contemporain, Ibos 
PANACEASUPERSPA

Michael Pinsky, Zoë Walker & Neil Bromwich 

16 February – 8 April 2006


Preview: Thursday 16 February 6.30 pm

Le Parvis centre d’art contemporain presents Superspa, the latest manifestation of Panacea. This evolving and travelling artwork is currently being developed by Michael Pinsky, Zoë Walker & Neil Bromwich to function as a universal formula for social, economical and political problems. 
Once it has reached a destination, Panacea releases its curing powers.  A maquette of an imaginary landscape emerges from a wooden crate and disseminates its content: a selection of the artworks presented on the maquette are realised as prototypes in the gallery space. 

Le Parvis is a contemporary arts centre built inside a shopping mall. Its creation was initiated by a professor of philosophy and financed by a supermarket franchise. Pursuing the democratic aims of this visionary founder, the artists invite experienced gallery-goers as well as casual shoppers, to trial their ‘artistic’ solutions, which simultaneously offer an aesthetic experience and a practical tool to improve life. Inspired by the Pyrénées and the health-giving springs surrounding the gallery, they propose to take visitors in their Superspa for a special winter treat.
Viral Planting is presented for the first time at Le Parvis alongside other sculptures such as Friendly Frontier and Life Pulse. For Viral Planting (V1 – Avian Flu), Pinsky arranges a mass of plastic flowers to reflect viral infections, which are the focus of public attention and fear. The beautiful and yet disquieting patterns make images of potentially deadly illnesses omnipresent. Friendly Frontier by Walker & Bromwich consists of a hand-sewn inflatable mountain range with emergency slides to bridge international borderlines. This symbolic territory is an open border acting as a buoyancy aid for countries in conflict. Life Pulse by Pinsky, a composition of eerie luminaries, illuminates the space by capturing the visitors' heartbeats. Creating an ever-changing pattern of flashing lights, this piece critiques the relationship between the patient and the medical institution. 
“Panacea questions the authority of science and more particularly of medicine. The concept of the prototype refers to this critical stance. Within the exhibition space, visitors are subjects to voluntary therapeutic trials designed to test the effectiveness of the artworks/treatment before they are put on general release. […] The primary virtue of the Panacea pieces resides in their capacity to be truly experienced by all.”  Odile Biec, Director and Chief Curator of Le Parvis. 
Dr Hiliary, who has been commissioned by the artists to conduct an evaluation of the benefit of Panacea on health and wellbeing, will be presenting his research methodology on Saturday 18 February 2006. Time to be confirmed.  Please contact the gallery for more details or visit www.panaceaproject.org. 
For more information and images contact:

In France : Odile Biec, tel + 33 (0)5 62 90 60 82: e-mail : odile.biec@parvis.net
In the UK : Stéphanie Delcroix, tel : + 44 (0)207 700 7859 e-mail : stephanie@panaceaproject.org
OR visit www.panaceaproject.org
Notes for editors: 

Exhibition title: PANACEASUPERSPA
Exhibition dates: 16 February – 8 April 2006 (Private view : Thursday 16 February, 6.30 pm)
Artists: Michael Pinsky, Zoë Walker & Neil Bromwich

Panacea is an artist-led initiative being developed in partnership with the John Hansard Gallery, UK.  It is funded by a National Touring Grant from Arts Council England, the Wellcome Trust, the University of East London, Edinburgh College of Art and the National Health Service. 

Panacea has been shown at the Centre de Création Contemporaine, Tours, France and at the John Hansard Gallery, Southampton, UK. It will travel to a number of international sites over the next two years including the Cornerhouse in Manchester in Autumn 2006. 

Gallery details: 

Le Parvis Centre d’art Contemporain

Centre Commercial Le Méridien

Route de Pau

F 65420 Ibos

Tel: + 33 (0)5 62 90 60 32

www.parvis.net
Open: Tues – Sat 11 am to 1 pm & 2 pm to 6.30 pm

Access: 

Airport: Pau (37 km) or Toulouse (163 km) Train: Tarbes (TGV line)  Road: Motorway A64 

About the artists: 

Michael Pinsky takes the combined roles of urban planner, activist, researcher, resident and artist. Pinsky responds site-specifically to physical and sociological space. Context is crucial, providing both the content and the platform for his work. 

Selected solo projects include; In Transit, ICA, London, V2 Lab, Rotterdam, Netherlands, Economist, London, Armory Center of the Arts, Los Angeles, USA, and Cornerhouse, Manchester, UK; Routes, Modern Art Oxford, UK; Weather Cluster, COAST commissions, UK, Transparent Room, Leed City Art Gallery, Watershed, Bristol, UK and the Contemporary Art Forum, Canada; Feedback premiered at Weimar, European Cultural Capital and developed at ZKM, Karlsruhe, Germany, and Ecole des Beaux-Arts, Aix-En Provence, France.  www.michaelpinsky.com
Zoë Walker & Neil Bromwich work both collaboratively and as individuals. They explore the space between real and imagined locations, drawing on the unique atmosphere of specific geographical locations and populations. Major projects include; My Island Home for the Victoria and Albert Museum, How the Universe Sang Itself into Being, COAST commissions, UK, Fusion, a commission in collaboration with the Plastic Surgery Unit, St Johns Hospital, Livingstone and The Fruit Market Gallery, Edinburgh.

Selected exhibitions include; Love Canon, Les Ateliers des Arques, France; Somewhere Special, Houldsworth Gallery, London, Canberra Contemporary Art Space and The Australian Centre for Contemporary Art, Melbourne, Australia; Portable Paradise, the Economist, London; In Search of a Small Planet, for a cross-media art project ‘TV Swansong’, various UK venues including the Baltic, Newcastle and TATE, Liverpool, Urban Nomads at The South London Gallery, London; Cet été là, Centre Régional d’Art Contemporain, Sète, France. www.walkerandbromwich.org.uk
